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From Palestine to Pride: 


Solari al oppresse 


By Gregory E. Williams 


June 1, Mandeville, Louisiana — Despite 
increasing attacks on the community from 
well-funded, far-right organizations, the 
Northshore region of Louisiana held its 
first-ever Pride Parade this June. Around 
500 people marched, and an impressive 
2,000 people lined the parade route in the 
small parish outside New Orleans. 

Although Governor Landry and his 
capitalist backers want to silence and di- 
vide LGBTQ+ people and other workers, 
the people of St. Tammany Parish stood 
together. They did not back down. 

This area has been a major focus of 
struggle in the state. The Landry-aligned, 
book-banning, Moms for Liberty clones 
— the St. Tammany Parish Library Ac- 
countability Project — caused havoc with 
repeated attempts to censor libraries in 
the parish. 

They wrongly believed that targeting 
smaller suburban communities would 
lead to easy victories, but the people of 
St. Tammany rallied repeatedly, coming 
out in large numbers to council meetings. 
They showed up at libraries to defend 
these important public institutions, unit- 
ing progressive groups and LGBTQ+ peo- 
ple. From their organizing came North- 
shore Pride. 


A Mandeville parent speaks 


A Mandeville home-health worker and 
parent, Mike Spalt, spoke about this his- 4 : 
toric Pride event. | sE St 4 o. June1, 

“With last year being my first time Se eee E o HA a S -~.. Mandeville, 
marching in a pride parade [in NOLA], I  * E e ] oa $ ue ¿Louisiana 
had no idea the feeling it brought with- ; RER ESER SEL photo: 
in me and everyone I saw out there. It | ae Reap eae Sg COOL. Williams 
was also my first experience with Queer 


Continued on page 2 be Ta STOP BI DEN’S 
MASSACRE 
IN GAZA! 
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Solidarity with all oppressed 


Continued from page 1 
Northshore. 

“So, when I heard they were bring- 
ing the Northshore its first pride pa- 
rade, I offered to help. My family and 


friends marched this year, and words = 


can’t describe seeing our community 
come together over a common cause. £ 

“Of course, not everyone was on £ 
board with the LGBTQ community 


holding a parade. It’s something the '# 


queer community has faced since the 
beginning. The attacks on books, li- © 
braries, librarians, and members of 
the queer community are rooted in igno- 
rant fear. ... It doesn’t stop us. It moves us. 

“Pm really taken aback at how amaz- 
ing [Pride organizers] Jeremey and Mel 
organize here on the Northshore. Since 
the LGBTQ community lives throughout 
the Northshore, it’s time it felt like their 
home too.” 

When asked how it feels to be a parent 
of a queer or trans child when your child 
is under attack by grown-up bullies try- 
ing to score political points, he said: 

“All of that is what inspires my open- 
ing line to a parent who has just found 
out their child is LGBTQ: As a parent, 
don’t be their first bully. They are going 
to encounter many. Unfortunately, these 
adult bullies spewing hate for the queer 
community could be the very cause of 
their own child taking their own life.” 

The Trevor Project, a suicide-preven- 
tion organization focused on LGBTQ+ 
youth, reports that “1.8 million LGBTQ+ 
young people (ages 13-24) seriously con- 
sider suicide each year in the U.S. — and 
at least one attempts suicide every 45 
seconds.” But, “LGBTQ+ young people 


June 1, 
Mandeville, 
Louisiana l 


SLL photo: Gregory E. 
with at least one accepting adult in their 
life report significantly lower rates of at- 
tempting suicide.” 

When the right-wing whips up hatred 
with rhetoric and repressive laws, chil- 
dren die. The purpose of these attacks is 
to create an atmosphere of desperation 
for queer and trans people and to scape- 
goat LGBTQ+ people while the rich strip 
away every right — from abortion to mini- 
mum wage, from lunch breaks for teenage 
workers to bathroom access — that work- 
ers have won in this state, and beyond. 


From Louisiana to Palestine, 
all the attacks are connected 


A contingent of around 15 people with 
Louisiana Allies for Palestine marched in 
the parade, bringing attention to how the 
struggle for Palestine is connected to the 
fight for LGBTQ+ rights. All our commu- 
nities are under attack, and the spirit of 
Pride means standing up for everybody. 
This contingent raised the Palestinian 
flag, chanting “Free, free Palestine!” with 
support from the crowd. 


4 
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Many watching the march also had 
Palestinian flags or wore keffiyehs, 
the patterned scarves that are a sym- 
bol of the Palestinian people. One 
young man with a Palestinian flag 
painted on his face said, “We can’t 
forget Palestine while we're out here.” 

A New Orleans-area Palestinian 
public health worker recently spoke 
to this writer about how she has expe- 
rienced the past eight months of the 
U.S.-Israeli genocide: 

“Think back to the immediate af- 


fe termath of Hurricane Katrina, when 


people were trapped on rooftops, 
bodies were floating down the street; 
people were crowded into the Super- 
dome, babies didn't have formula. 

“My life for the past eight months has 
been like watching that, getting worse 
and worse and with a far higher death 
toll. It’s a terrible feeling of powerless- 
ness. In the first few days of this horror, 
I didn’t know if my son would make it 
back to New Orleans. He happened to 
be back home in Palestine at that time. 
Thankfully, he was able to leave after a 
few days, but he was very much affected 
by that experience.” 

The same government in Washington 
that let working-class (especially Black) 
New Orleanians die during Katrina is 
the one bank-rolling the Zionist killing 
machine responsible for around 40,000 
deaths in Gaza. They do not care about 
human life so long as their rich backers 
are making money, as they certainly are 
doing in the current war. Many of those 
same politicians are leading the assault 
on queer and trans people. But we can 
take them on if we stand together, just 
like they did in St. Tammany. 

Stonewall was a riot! 

Free, free Palestine! + 


NO to NATO, Yes to peace! « Demonstrate in Washington, D.C., July 6-7 
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People’s red line surrounds the White House 
Stop Biden’s mass murder in Gaza! 


By Struggle-La Lucha Baltimore bureau 


One hundred thousand people sur- 
rounded the White House on June 8 to 
stop the genocide in Gaza. They held a 
two-mile-long red banner that stretched 
around the White House grounds. 

This people’s “red line” not only sym- 
bolized the 40,000 Palestinians killed 
with U.S.-made and paid-for bombs and 


By Bayani 


At 8 a.m. on Wednesday, June 5, dozens 
of rank-and-file union members, labor 
activists, and community organizers 
rallied in front of Washington, D.C.’s City 
Council. 

The dedication of these workers was 
such that they planned this protest so 
they could go to work after the demon- 
stration. 

The D.C. for Ceasefire Now Coalition 
consists of the D.C. Metro chapter of 
the Coalition of Labor Union Women 
(CLUW), the D.C. Metro chapter of Jewish 
Voices for Peace, the SAG-AFTRA & Sister 
Guild Members for Ceasefire, the Clau- 
dia Jones School, and others. 

Speakers from these organizations, 
including a former president of the local 
Postal Workers (APWU) and a member 
of the American Federation of Teachers 
Georgetown Alliance of Graduate Em- 
ployees (AFT-GAGE), reaffirmed their 


shells. Protesters were also making a viv- 
id challenge to President Joe Biden’s lying 
statement that an Israeli invasion of Rafah 
would represent a “red line” to him. 

Over a million Palestinians fled to Ra- 
fah City from other parts of devastated 
Gaza. While Israeli tanks and planes are 
attacking Rafah, one of the most crowd- 
ed places on earth, Genocide Joe contin- 
ues to feed the Zionist war machine. 


Labor coalition demands ceasefire 


commitment to the passage of a ceasefire 
resolution, their defense of the Palestin- 
ian resistance, and their fight against 
capitalism and racism. 

Chelsea Bland, OPEIU Local 2 and 
CLUW member, talked to Struggle-La 
Lucha about how the demonstration 
came together. “Members of our CLUW 
chapter came to us and talked about a 
labor picket,” she said. “This is an issue 
that our rank-and-file members care 
about, and CLUW passed a resolution for 


As people were coming to the White 
House, Zionist forces murdered 250 Pales- 
tinians in a so-called hostage rescue that 
was supported by U.S. military assets. 
This latest massacre shows that only the 
power ofthe people can stop the genocide. 

People in buses, cars, and trains came 
to Washington, D.C. from more than a 
dozen states. One bus, taking activists 


Continued from page 10 
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a ceasefire last year. We knew we had to 
put words into action.” 

The D.C. City Council has responded 
by claiming that “international issues 
are not their jurisdiction.” Of course, 
this isn’t their history, including their 
stance against South African apartheid 
and for good relations with Cuba. 

The D.C. for Ceasefire Now Coalition 
continues the struggle with continuous 
outreach, growing the support for the 
resolution in every ward of D.C. # 
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Class struggles and economic inequality: 
Modi’s BJP setback in Indian elections 


By Lallan Schoenstein 


In capitalist countries, free elections 
are said to be an expression of democra- 
cy, meaning that the people select their 
own government. In fact, these elections 
are anything but democratic. 

The unexpectedly weak performance 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in the 
Indian elections on June 5 reflects signif- 
icant class struggles in the world’s most 
populous economy. With 1.4 billion peo- 
ple and nearly 970 million eligible vot- 
ers, the election outcome highlights the 
deep class divisions within the country. 

On June 4, the New York Times report- 
ed: “On Friday, on the eve of the election’s 
last day, India’s central bank delivered a 
happy surprise. Growth in the most re- 
cent quarter was even higher than econ- 
omists expected, giving the past fiscal 
year an Official rate of 8.2%.” 

The Times print edition’s headline calls 
Mumbai “the new darling of Wall Street.” 
Modi’s decades-long rule has been re- 
vered by the wealthiest 1% in the U.S. 

In India, the wealthiest 1% of Indians 
currently claim almost a quarter of the 
total income in the country. Inequality 
has surged during Modi’s rule, bringing 
about a poverty ratio that is worse than 
that before India became independent. 


Income below the poverty line 


Currently, more than 600 million Indi- 
ans try to survive on an income be- 
low the World Bank poverty line. 

The unemployment rate for those 
under 29 years of age stands at 17%. 
Food inflation has averaged 7.88%, 
with essential foods — roti (bread), 
dal (beans), and sabzi (vegetables) 
— registering double-digit infla- 
tion in the last 12 months. 

In 2021 and again this January, 
farmers and agricultural workers 
from the northern states of Pun- 
jab and Haryana set road block- 
ades to protest the revocation of 


People attended a Maha Panchayat, 
or grand village council meeting, on 
Sept. 5, 2021, in Muzaffarnagar, in 
the northern state of Uttar Pradesh, 
India, as part of a farmers’ protest 
against agricultural laws. 


agriculture laws passed by Parliament 
in 2020 that offered some financial pro- 
tection to farmers. 

During the past year, nearly 3,000 
farmers have died by suicide in the state 
of Maharashtra, where the financial cen- 
ter of Mumbai is located. The Wall Street 
Journal reported on June 4 that in the ru- 
ral district of Jalna, Digambre Jitangre, a 
farmer who earns less than $150 a month, 
said, “There is no drinking water here 
and there is little to earn with farming.” 

Mohammad Ahmed, a 42-year-old farm 
laborer from Uttar Pradesh, stands at the 
main traffic intersection in his village, 
along with hundreds of others, hoping to 
pick up daily work. He said the number 
of people waiting at that traffic signal has 
increased tenfold over the last six years. 

The Indian government’s structure 
is modeled after that of Britain, with a 
prime minister and 543 elected repre- 
sentatives in a parliament. The BJP lost 
63 seats in the parliament in the election, 
bringing its total down to 240, well below 
the majority required to form a govern- 
ment. Now, it can only hold power with 
the support of its alliance partners. 

The position of the prime minister 
rests on a majority in parliament. Modi, 
hoping to overcome the failure of unpop- 
ular right-wing politicians, focused the 
election campaign on building a Hin- 
du-chauvinist personality cult around 
himself, even claiming that he was a 
Hindu god. 


Brutal repression 

The Modi campaign was based on the 
brutal repression of the rights of 20% of 
Indians who are not Hindu. His goal is to 
make India a Hindu state with an apart- 
heid system akin to the Zionist entity 
in Palestine and white supremacist Jim 
Crow in the U.S. Violence against Mus- 
lims, the country’s largest religious mi- 
nority, has escalated. Mouthing Nazi and 
racist rhetoric in an April speech, Modi 
called Muslims “infiltrators” and “those 
who have too many children.” 

Modi’s regime is also attacking the 
predominantly Muslim territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, in 
the north of the subcontinent, revok- 
ing their limited autonomy and placing 
them under martial law. 

Modi rose to power by inciting po- 
groms in which tens of thousands of 
Muslims were murdered. In 1992, he 
initiated a mob attack to demolish a 
16th-century Muslim mosque in Ayod- 
hya. This January, Modi attempted to fire 
up Hindu nationalism by inaugurating a 
new Hindu temple on the grounds of the 
former mosque, thereby fulfilling one of 
his key election promises. 

Nevertheless, the BJP lost badly in Ut- 
tar Pradesh, the home of Ayodhya, where 
there is a large population of Dalits, an op- 
pressed caste group. The Wall Street Jour- 
nal quotes Gurmeet Singh, an 18-year- 
old Dalit voter, who said, “This election 
is about saving our constitution and the 
rights it gives us. Modi and BJP are 
actually anti-Hindu for using Hin- 
duism for their political gains. They 
are also anti-India for dividing peo- 
ple on the basis of religion.” 

The unparalleled support for 
Modi by U.S. politicians and the 
wealthiest class is not only based on 
investment in the enormous riches 
his regime has been able to extract. 
It is India’s strategic role as a world 
player in league with the U.S., Isra- 
el, and Europe as a bulwark in the 
New Cold War on China. Today, In- 
dia's rulers envision themselves as 
leaders of the Global South. 

On June 5 at the People’s Forum 
in New York, a panel discussion 
hosted by Jewish Currents was 
held on the “India-Israel Alliance,” 
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an alliance that nearly goes back to the 
foundation of the new Republic of In- 
dia in 1947. There, it was explained that 
even during the 1950s, when India was 
a leader among non-aligned nations that 
condemned colonial domination, such as 
that occurring in Palestine, Prime Min- 
ister Jawaharlal Nehru had begun secret 
negotiations with the Zionists for a role 
in controlling the region’s oil. 


Ties to Israel 

India’s economic growth is not only 
supported by U.S. investment, it is closely 
tied to Israel and the Zionist military. It 
funds the Zionist regime with $3.7 billion 
a year. An Indian company owns the Hai- 
fa Port. Workers from India are recruit- 
ed to replace the Palestinian workers 
from the West Bank. Indian police train 
in Israel and purchase Israeli security 
systems. Israel is supporting India’s de- 
velopment of high-tech weapon indus- 
tries such as the manufacture of drones. 

With the support of U.S. imperialism, 
India is striving to compete with and un- 
dermine the development of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative. 

In September 2023, the White House 
released a “Memorandum of Understand- 
ing on the Principles of an India - Middle 
East - Europe Economic Corridor.” 

The International Multi-Modal Eco- 
nomic Corridor (IMEC) is an infrastruc- 
ture project aimed at controlling trade 
and connectivity between Asia and Eu- 
rope. It will consist of two distinct cor- 
ridors: the eastern corridor, which will 
link India to the Arabian Gulf, and the 
northern corridor, which will connect 
the Arabian Gulf to Europe. 

The IMEC is to have an extensive rail- 
way network and a cross-border ship- 
to-rail transit system to move goods and 
services across multiple countries, in- 
cluding India, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, and 
various European nations. 

The U.S. has also created a military al- 
liance similar to NATO called the Quadri- 
lateral Security Dialogue, or simply The 
Quad. It is a military alliance between 
Australia, India, Japan, and the U.S. de- 
signed to encircle and strangle China. 

The International Monetary Fund 
published the most telling statistics 
about the New Cold War on China. From 
2008 to 2020, China’s per capita income 
quadrupled while India’s grew 2.5 
times. That places India at No. 138 in the 
national income ranking, while China is 
in 65th place. + 
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Claudia Sheinbaum to become 
Mexico's first woman president 


By Lallan Schoenstein 


Claudia Sheinbaum, 
the first woman to 
be elected president NNSS 
of Mexico, won by a | 
large margin of 60%. 
She will begin a six- 
year term on Oct. 1. 
Until then, President R$ 
Andrés Manuel López F 
Obrador — known by =. 
his initials AMLO — 
will continue to hold 
office. Sheinbaum and 
AMLO’s Morena (Mov- 
imiento de Regener- 
ación Nacional) party 
won a two-thirds ma- 
jority in Congress. 

The ruling party's 
triumph can be attributed mainly to 
AMLO’s successful efforts in combating 
poverty throughout his six-year term. 
Both local and international agencies 
have reported that approximately nine 
million Mexicans have been lifted out 
of poverty due to significant improve- 
ments in their income levels. This posi- 
tive change can be primarily attributed 
to two key factors: a substantial increase 
in pensions and the sustained growth of 
salaries, which improved by 3.3%. 

A former mayor of Mexico City, Shein- 
baum has a background in science and 
a Ph.D. in energy engineering. While 
she is of Jewish ancestry, she is not re- 
ligiously observant or active in Mexico 
City’s Jewish community. 

Sheinbaum's policies may differ some- 
what from López Obrador’s. While the 
federal government tended to downplay 
the importance of coronavirus testing, 
Mexico City expanded its testing regi- 
men. Sheinbaum set limits on business- 
es’ hours and capacity when the virus 
was rapidly spreading. She also publicly 
wore protective masks and urged social 
distancing. 


Most significant challanges 


Her most significant challenge will 
be addressing Mexico’s high levels of vi- 
olence and homicides. She has pledged 
to expand the National Guard created 
by Lopez Obrador and to continue his 
strategy of targeting the social issues 


Protest in Mexico City on May 10. The marchers demanded an 
investigation of the disappearance and homicide of over 100,000 
Mexican people. 


that make young Mexicans vulnerable 
to cartel recruitment. During her final 
campaign rally, she said: “We will pro- 
mote a strategy of addressing the root 
causes and continue moving toward 
zero impunity.” 

A major source of the violence origi- 
nates from the northern border, lead- 
ing to the influx of illegal arms, hostile 
migration processes, and drug traffick- 
ing. Last January, AMLO filed a lawsuit 
against U.S. arms manufacturers re- 
sponsible for smuggling rifles to drug 
trafficking cartels. 

Sheinbaum faces growing pressure 
from the banks and big business inter- 
ests to cut the popular social programs 
started by AMLO, demanding neoliberal 
fiscal austerity policies. Under neoliber- 
al policies, spending on social programs, 
such as welfare, education, and health 
care, is reduced or cut altogether, and 
state-owned enterprises are privatized. 

The income from Pemex, Mexico’s 
state-owned oil company, has been a key 
to AMLO’s progressive programs. Shein- 
baum is a climate scientist who wants to 
move into clean energy. She closed her 
campaign before gigantic banners of 
support from oil industry workers. 

The Nov. 5 U.S. presidential election is 
of deep concern for Mexico. Both Biden 
and Trump promote hostile relations 
with Mexico. Either of their adminis- 
trations will impact security, trade, and 
immigration policies. + 
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The problem of elections in 


By Gary Wilson 


This is a presidential election year in 
the U.S. If the U.S. were a true democ- 
racy, voters might have a clear choice: 
either support President Joe Biden’s pol- 
icy of financing and arming genocide in 
Gaza or back the Palestinian struggle 
for their homeland. 

Instead, this year’s presidential pol- 
itics is restricted to a verbal battle be- 
tween a far-right Republican candidate 
— former president Donald Trump — 
and right-wing Democrat Genocide Joe 
Biden. Their actual policies are often 
indistinguishable. Biden has carried 
on almost all the Trump policies he had 
promised to end when campaigning in 
the last presidential election. 

As a candidate, Joe Biden pledged to 


reverse Trump’s policies on Cuba. How- 
ever, he has not even removed Cuba from 
the State Sponsors of Terrorism List, a 
designation that represents Trump’s 
most criminal act against Cuba. This is 
a move that Biden supporters believed 
would be swiftly addressed. 

With Biden as president, U.S. police 
killings have increased to record highs. 
Each of Biden’s years has seen increas- 
es in police killings, each marked the 
deadliest year on record for police vi- 
olence in the U.S. In 2023, Black people 
were killed by police at a rate 2.6 times 
higher than others. 

In 2023, the country was gripped by 
a series of high-profile cases of police 
violence, including the fatal beating of 
Tyre Nichols in Memphis, the tasing of 
Keenan Anderson in Los Angeles, and 


Resist NATO’s D-Day lies: 


Join the Counter-Summit in 


By Gary Wilson 


The U.S.-NATO powers are exploiting 
the 80th anniversary of D-Day to justify 
an imperialist agenda, including escalat- 
ing their war against Russia and arming 
the genocide in Gaza. This commemora- 
tion, while claiming to honor the sacri- 
fice of soldiers, is an outright promotion 
of NATO’s expansionism and war. 

The policies and objectives of NATO 
today are alarmingly similar to those of 
the Nazi regime, with parallels in their 
aggression towards Russia and military 
armaments to support the apartheid Zi- 
onist settler state. The exclusion of Rus- 
sia from the D-Day memorial and the el- 
evation of Nazi collaborators in Ukraine 
further highlight the imperialist pur- 
pose of the ceremonies. 

French President Emmanuel Macron’s 
decision to withdraw Russia’s invitation 
to the D-Day memorial was meant to 
erase the Soviet Union’s incredible defeat 
of the Third Reich in May 1945. 

The U.S. created NATO in 1949 to 
threaten the Soviet Union and its new 
Eastern European allies and to stop the 
spread of socialism across Europe. 

After the USSR was destroyed in 1992, 
the U.S. began taking the Soviet Union’s 
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former Eastern European allies and some 
former Soviet Republics into NATO. The 
only former Soviet or Soviet-allied coun- 
tries in Europe that are not now part of 
NATO are Moldova, Belarus, and Ukraine. 
Even though Russia is now capitalist 
and thus represents no socialist threat 
to any existing capitalist nation, the U.S. 
has been tightening its encirclement 
of Russia through NATO. The goal is to 
transform Russia, with its vast natural 
wealth, into a semi-colony of the U.S. 
The U.S.-NATO proxy war in Ukraine 
is about the drive of U.S. imperialism 
to bring Russia's and Ukraine’s colossal 
wealth in natural resources under its 


the shooting of Niani Finlayson in Lan- 
caster, California, who had called 911 
for help with a domestic violence situ- 
ation. These cases represent just a frac- 
tion of the hundreds of similar incidents 
throughout the year. 

Through his budgets, Biden gave po- 
lice a green light to behave violently. 
After entering office in 2021, Biden dra- 
matically scaled up federal subsidies 
to police. Sixty-eight percent of Biden’s 
discretionary budget for fiscal year 
2024 ($1.1 trillion) is for military and 
police-related programs. 

Black Lives Matter responded: 
“Biden’s [increasing police] budget is 
showing Black people that he couldn’t 
care less about saving Black lives.” 
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Wash., D.C. 


control. Both countries are rich in farm- 
land and raw materials such as ores. Al- 
ready, much of Ukraine’s has been taken 
over by U.S. finance capital. Russian capi- 
talists are fighting to maintain control of 
their own natural resources. 

Macron has said that NATO ground 
troops should be deployed in Ukraine, 
expanding the conflict into an open 
NATO war on Russia. 

Biden has already authorized Ukraine 
to attack Russian territory with U.S.-sup- 
plied missiles, an open escalation of 
U.S.-NATO operations. 

Meanwhile, the U.S.-backed Israeli Oc- 
cupation Forces continue the genocide in 
Gaza, mirroring the brutal tactics of Nazi 
Germany, including mass bombings and 
starvation of civilians. More bombs have 
been dropped on Gaza than were on 
London, Hamburg, and Dresden during 
World War II. 

The official D-Day gathering of imperi- 
alist leaders will be followed by a NATO 
meeting in Washington, D.C., where 
plans to expand the war against Russia 
and future operations against China will 
be discussed. 

A Resist NATO Counter-Summit has 
been called for July 6 in Washington, fol- 
lowed by a rally on July 7. + 


CTRUCGLE x LA LUCHA 


June 17, 2024 Page 7 


an undemocratic system 
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The Vietnam War era 

To fully understand the current pres- 
idential election, it is essential to look 
beyond the immediate political contest. 
The current political atmosphere resem- 
bles the era during the Vietnam War. 

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. was 
engaged in the Cold War against the Sovi- 
et Union and People’s China. 

The United States was conducting 
bombing campaigns in Laos and Cambo- 
dia. In 1965, the U.S. sent 42,000 troops 
to the Dominican Republic to suppress 
a popular uprising against the military 
dictatorship that had taken power in a 
1962 coup. 

In the 1960s, the U.S. had a significant 
military operation in South Korea, with 
an occupation army of 60,000. The U.S. 
military still occupies South Korea. 

In 1965, the U.S. deployed aircraft car- 
riers and destroyers to the Taiwan Strait 
in a direct threat to the People’s Republic 
of China. 

At the same time, a mass Civil Rights 
Movement was sweeping the country, as 
well as an anti-war movement that was 
particularly strong among students. So- 
cialist ideas were spreading with these 
movements. 

The ruling class itself was in crisis and 
divided, fearing a deepening polarization 
and instability at home, intensified by the 
emergence of endless wars abroad. 

These divisions were reflected in the 
presidential politics of the era, from 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy to 
the forced retirement of Lyndon Baines 
Johnson to the resignation of Richard 
M. Nixon under threat of impeachment. 
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., 
leaders of the Black Liberation and Civil 
Rights Movements, were assassinated. 

The cost of U.S. imperialism's endless 
wars on many fronts was devastating 
to the economy. Military spending goes 
to produce planes, tanks, missiles, and 
high-tech weapons systems. The product 
of the military-industrial complex has 
no use value. Military spending redi- 
rects capitalist production into produc- 
ing means of destruction. More capital is 
consumed than is created. 

“Military spending crowds out other 
spending,” said Jason Furman, an econ- 
omist at Harvard University, who noted 
that Vietnam War spending in the 1960s 
contributed to the soaring inflation at 


that time, which led to stagflation. 
Living conditions in the U.S. deterio- 
rated during the Vietnam War. The av- 
erage inflation rate in the late 1960s was 
6%, reaching 11% in Nixon’s last year, 
1974. Stagflation, that is, a stagnant econ- 
omy with high inflation and high unem- 
ployment, was devastating the country. 


Prices outflank wages 


The inflation rate under Biden peaked 
at just 9.1% in June 2022. It is currently 
at 3.4%. Prices have not gone down even 
when the rate of increase has gone down. 
Also, the services inflation rate, calculat- 
ed separately, rose 19.32% between Jan- 
uary 2020 and April 2024. Most of your 
daily costs are for services like rent or 
mortgage, transportation, health care, 
and so on. 

Wages have fallen in the Biden years 
and have not caught up with inflation. 

Biden’s military budgets have been 
among the highest in history. According 
to the National Priorities Project: “The 
United States broke records last year 
by continuing to ramp up its military 
spending. Consistently spending more 
than 50% of its discretionary budget on 
militarism, the United States funds war 
at a level much greater than that of any 
other nation.” 
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As Nikkei Asia reports, Biden’s mili- 
tary budget is meant to support a multi- 
front war against China, Russia, Pales- 
tine, Iran, and Korea. Foreign Policy in 
Focus reports: “The United States is a 
heartbeat away from a world war.” 


Decline of U.S. imperialist dominance 

U.S. imperialism, that is, U.S. monopo- 
ly capitalism, is facing a pivotal moment 
as its global dominance wanes. For 17 
years, manufacturing productivity has 
stagnated. Simultaneously, China’s man- 
ufacturing sector has ascended, outpro- 
ducing the next nine largest manufac- 
turing countries combined. 

Additionally, China is challenging the 
U.S. lead in digital technology. The ongo- 
ing trade war includes a significant focus 
on semiconductors. This “chip war” began 
in 2018 when President Trump banned 
U.S. agencies from using Huawei systems 
and further escalated with prohibitions 
on investments in Chinese companies. In 
2022, the Biden administration imposed 
limits on semiconductor sales to China. 

Microchips are essential to modern 
economic and geopolitical power. While 
the U.S. once led in chip design and pro- 
duction, its advantage has been eroded 
by competitors in Taiwan, Korea, Europe, 
and especially China. Now, China spends 
more on importing chips than oil and 
heavily invests in domestic chip produc- 
tion to catch up to the U.S. 

The decline of U.S. imperialist domi- 
nance is evident. Its share of global GDP 
relative to the G7-plus nations has shrunk 
significantly compared to China’s. 

The decline of U.S. dominance in man- 
ufacturing, trade, and technology echoes 
the fall of British imperialism in the 19th 
century. The G7-plus nations’ share of 
global GDP is now only twice that of Chi- 
na, compared to 300 times in 1970. 

This situation also mirrors Britain’s 
shift from free trade to protectionism in 
the late 19th century. 

Protectionism becomes the rallying 
cry in times of economic distress, espe- 
cially for a threatened imperialist pow- 
er. The United States can be expected to 
impose more tariffs, protectionist re- 
strictions, and sanctions. 


Workers and oppressed peoples 
of the world unite! 
In Marx’s era, the fight against capital- 


= ism was primarily seen as the working 
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The problem of elections in an undemocratic system 


Continued from page 7 


class’s unified struggle against the bour- 
geoisie. This struggle aimed to secure 
democratic rights not just for workers 
but for all others deprived of democrat- 
ic rights. However, it was apparent that 
only minor reforms were achievable un- 
der capitalism. 

Socialist propaganda focused on 
abolishing capitalism altogether, high- 
lighting its inherent contradictions, 
the exploitative nature of wage labor, 
the impoverishment of farmers, and 
the rise of monopolies at the expense of 
small businesses. 

The rallying cry for the socialist move- 
ment was “Workers of the world unite!” 
as it says in the Communist Manifesto. 

Lenin updated this to reflect capital- 
ism’s changed character. Competitive 
capitalism had evolved into monopoly, 
which not only required vast expan- 
sion at the expense of oppressed peoples 
around the world but also exacerbated 
and intensified every type of national 
oppression at home. Lenin added the op- 
pressed peoples to the slogan, which now 
reads, “Workers and oppressed peoples 
of the world unite!” 

Marx said in Capital about the class 
struggle in the United States: “Labor in a 
white skin cannot emancipate itself where 
it is branded [enslaved] in a black skin.” 

The liberation of oppressed peoples in 
the U.S. is essential for the working class 
struggle. As a settler state, its colonies are 
internal, starting with the brutal subju- 
gation of the Indigenous population and 
the enslaved African American colony. 
These are oppressed nations. 

In current day-to-day terms, this is the 
fight against racism. The African Amer- 
ican population still does not have eco- 
nomic or political equality, nor do the In- 
digenous peoples. Reparations are owed 
and necessary. 

Voting rights have been a battle that 


ENIN 
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Paperback or kindle at tinyurl.com/LeninAndWar 


continues to this day. In 2013, the Su- 
preme Court nullified the Voting Rights 
Act. In 2016, the Trump campaign used 
the Court’s ruling in an effort to suppress 
the Black vote. 


Not a democracy 


Which brings us back to the fact that 
the U.S. is not an actual democracy. 

The U.S. was never a full democracy. 
As any college history professor could 
tell you, the 18th-century founders of the 
U.S. were quite familiar with the classical 
Western history of ancient Greece’s ideal 
of democracy and the Roman Republic. 
They chose the Roman imperial model. 

The U.S. Constitution closely mirrors 
that of ancient Rome, a president (Roman 
Consul) selected by the Electoral College 
(Roman Assembly of the Centuries - mili- 
tary officers). The Senate (like the Roman 
Senate) was appointed (until 1913) and 
doesn’t represent populations but rath- 
er “states.” The U.S. Constitution does 
not have a popular democratic assembly 
(Roman Plebeian Council) but instead 
substitutes a House of Representatives 
based on elections (which are funded by 
the wealthy). 

They added a Supreme Court so that 
ultimately, the law is not decided by Con- 
gress, the elected branch of government, 
but by an appointed-for-life elite coterie. 

The right to vote was given to white 
men (no women allowed) who were 
property owners. The Constitution spe- 
cifically bars all rights to the Indigenous 
Native peoples. And the Constitution says 
that enslaved people are property and 
have no rights. 

The Supreme Court’s 1857 Dred Scott 
decision found that not only were en- 
slaved people property, but the Constitu- 
tion also forbids citizenship to anyone of 
African ancestry. 

Not until the victory of the Civil War 
were the Reconstruction Amendments 


WAR & LENIN in the 21st Century 


a Included in Gary Wilson's new book is VI Lenin’s pamphlet: 
_ ‘Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism’ 


Vladimir Lenin, the revolutionary leader of the Soviet Union and a 
key contributor to Marxist theory, wrote “Imperialism, the Highest 
Stage of Capitalism” in 1916, more than a century ago. It remains an 
influential critique of imperialism. As in Lenin’s time, the 
conclusion is that socialist revolution will end imperialist 
war, enabling workers to meet their own needs. 


made to the Constitution. The 14th 
Amendment, ratified in 1868, granted cit- 
izenship to all persons “born or natural- 
ized in the United States,” including for- 
merly enslaved people. In 1870, Congress 
passed the 15th Amendment, stating that 
voting rights could not be “denied or 
abridged by the United States or any state 
on account of race, color, or previous con- 
dition of servitude.” 

In 1919, the 19th Amendment granted 
women the right to vote. 

Not until the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
were Indigenous peoples’ right to vote 
put into law. 

While the political system appears 
more democratic with wider participa- 
tion, a stronger social and economic pro- 
cess has been unfolding. This process in- 
volves the consolidation of power within 
undemocratic institutions, stemming 
from the concentration of the means of 
production in the hands of a ruling class 
that wields and allocates power in ways 
most beneficial to their interests. It is no 
surprise then that the Supreme Court 
holds the ultimate authority in exercis- 
ing power. The Court is the most depend- 
able and conservative institution for the 
ruling class, as it is solely accountable 
to those responsible for appointing its 
members. 

The Electoral College system for presi- 
dential elections means a candidate can 
win the presidency without winning the 
popular vote. This system has dominated 
all presidential elections this century. In 
2000, Al Gore received more votes than 
George W. Bush, but the Supreme Court 
intervened and gave the Electoral College 
selection to Bush. In 2016, Hillary Clinton 
received almost three million more votes 
than Donald Trump, but the Electoral 
College gave the presidency to Trump. 

Donald Trump is counting on the un- 
democratic Electoral College system to 
bully his way back into the White House. 
In fact, because of the Electoral College 
system, the election, it is said, will be 
decided by only six “swing states” — 
Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Pennsyl- 
vania, Wisconsin, and Nevada. So what 
about everywhere else? 

Fight for what you want. But not for 
Biden. Nor for Trump. 

That message might be sent with a vote. 
In some states, socialist candidates have 
overcome many obstacles and gotten on 
the ballot. Give them your vote and say 
you're against genocide in Gaza and for 
Palestinian rights. # 
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GLORIA VERDIEU ON AFRICAN LIBERATION DAY: 


A call for unity and global liberation 


am Gloria Verdieu, a San Diego 
H| Coalition to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal 
= organizer. 

Today, May 25, 2024, San Diego is 
joining cities across the United States 
and around the world to discuss, plan, 
organize, and increase our knowledge 
on the topic of our continuing struggle 
for African Liberation. 

African Liberation Day, also known 
as African Freedom Day, is a time 
to reflect on our accomplishments, 
celebrate our victories, confirm our 


commitment to our struggle, and deter- > 


mine our next steps toward uniting Af- 
rican People throughout the diaspora. 
We, as African People, must under- 
stand that none of us will be free until 
Black People in Africa and throughout 
the diaspora are free. Around the world, 
Black people are downtrodden. In the 
U.S., the richest nation on Earth, the 
belly of the beat, we are on the bottom- 
most unemployed, under-employed, 
most imprisoned, unhoused, poor health 
care, you name it. When Africa rises, the 
world will rise up; when Africans win 
justice and freedom from colonialism 
and neocolonialism, it opens the path for 
all oppressed people to win freedom. 
The liberation of Africa will mean the 
liberation of oppressed people world- 
wide. “The world is waiting on us (Black 
People). Why? Because we are in the 
belly of the beast.” Words spoken by Jalil 
Mutaqim, a former political prisoner 
released after nearly 50 years. “We are 
responsible for the freedom of the planet. 
... The U.S. is an empire, and empires are 
destroyed from within. It is our responsi- 
bility, our duty, to liberate our minds.” 
All people of African descent are 
African, with one common history, des- 
tiny, and one rich and diverse culture. 
Africa, like all other continents, devel- 
oped based on her internal dynamics 
and the capacities of her people. Before 
colonialist and imperialist domination, 
African People had, thanks to their 
creative genius, built brilliant civiliza- 
tions and founded powerful states. This 
process of development of Africa’s states, 
such as Carthage, Ghana, Zimbabwe, 
Congo, Egypt, etc., was brutally inter- 
rupted by capitalism. The European and 
U.S. bourgeoisie organized the despica- 
ble system of chattel slavery. 


Chattel slavery ended with colonial- 
ism, consummated at the Berlin Con- 
ference, 1884-1885; throughout Africa, 
Europe, the Caribbean, the South Pacific 
Islands, and North, South, and Central 
America, African People continue to live 
and suffer under inhuman conditions 
created by capitalism and imperialism. 
The People of Africa never accepted for- 
eign domination and put up a fierce and 
obstinate resistance. 

In February 1900, the first Pan-African 
Conference was convened. From its orga- 
nizational beginning, the Pan-African- 
ist movement united Africans in Africa 
and those abroad. Following the First 
Pan-African Conference, African People 
intensified the struggle to build Pan- 
Africanist and Nationalist organizations. 

Marcus Garvey founded the Universal 
Negro Improvement Association, which 
organized six million African members 
worldwide. Organizations such as the 
National Congress of British West Afri- 
ca and the West African Student Union 
were also formed. 

W.E.B. Dubois, the “Father of Pan-Af- 
ricanism,” attended five Pan-African 
Congresses between 1919 and 1945 and 
introduced the theory of scientific social- 
ism into the Pan-Africanist movement. 

The Fifth Pan-African Congress in 1945 
in Manchester, England, was co-chaired by 
Pan-Africanists George Padmore, Kwame 
Nkrumah, and W.E.B. Dubois. A call was 
made for Africans to form Nationalist 
and Pan-Africanist mass political parties 
and mass movements to guide the African 


In December 2019 Gloria Verdieu, second from left, 
welcomed Pam Africa, Carlos Africa, Janine Africa 

and Janet Africa to a Free Mumia & All Political Prisoners 
Forum at the Malcolm X Library in San Diego . 

Janet and Janine Africa, released on African Liberation 


Day in 2019 were among the 
longest-held U.S. political 
prisoners after spending 
more than 4 decades in 
prison for a crime of which 
they were the vicitms. 


Masses toward one unified 
socialist Africa. Within 10 
years, mass parties and 
movements spread like 
wildfire throughout Afri- 
ca, the Caribbean, Britain, 
and the United States. By 
the 1950s, Africa had begun the period of 
decolonization. 

Pan-Africanists, correctly assessing 
the situation, moved their base to Africa. 

The Convention People’s Party and 
Pan-Africanist Kwame Nkrumah led 
Ghana to independence in 1957 and 
made it “the fountainhead of Pan-Afri- 
canism,” according to Malcolm X. 

On Sept. 28, 1958, the People’s Revo- 
lutionary Republic of Guinea, led by the 
Democratic Party of Guinea and Pan-Af- 
ricanist Ahmed Sekou Ture, voted “no” 
to neocolonialism and “yes” for indepen- 
dence and Pan-Africanism. 

April 15, 1958, the first Conference of 
Independent African States established 
Africa Freedom Day and laid the founda- 
tion for the consolidation of the Pan-Afri- 
canist movement and the creation of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) 

African Freedom Day was reconstitut- 
ed as African Liberation Day on May 25, 
1963, when the OAU was founded. 

Since 1958, the Pan-Africanist move- 
ment and ALD have continued to play 
their proper roles in the struggle against 
imperialism. The need for Pan-African- 
ism is more evident than ever before. 
Africans are clear: Our liberation lies in 
unification. 

Let me be clear about the definition of 
Pan-Africanism, the total liberation and 
unification of Africa under scientific so- 
cialism. Our goal must be a unified and 
socialist Africa that will unite with the 
worldwide fight for a unified and social- 
ist world. # 
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How the Pentagon waged an anti-vax 
propaganda war against China 


By Gary Wilson 


During the Trump administration, 
China's COVID-19 vaccine, Sinovac, was 
freely distributed to the Philippines 
and over 40 other nations across Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbe- 
an, marking a significant global health 
initiative. 

A June 14 Reuters exposé reports that 
in response, the Pentagon unleashed an 
anti-vax campaign against China. The 
campaign, centered in the Philippines, 
aimed to discredit Chinese vaccines and 
aid through fake social media accounts 
impersonating Filipinos, leading the an- 
ti-vax propaganda effort. 

According to Reuters, the Pentagon's 
anti-vax campaign involved the use of 
fake social media accounts posing as 
Filipinos. These accounts disseminated 
anti-vaccine propaganda and cast doubt 
on the safety of Chinese medical sup- 
plies, including masks, test kits, and the 
Sinovac vaccine. 

At least 300 of these fake accounts 
were identified on X, formerly Twitter, 
spreading the slogan #Chinaangvirus, 
which translates to “China is the virus” 
in Tagalog. The accounts posted mes- 
sages such as ‘COVID came from China 


and the VACCINE also came from China, 
don’t trust China!” 

The operation expanded beyond South- 
east Asia, targeting Central Asia and the 
Middle East. The Pentagon used fake so- 
cial media accounts aimed at Muslims to 
suggest that Chinese vaccines contained 
pork gelatin and were thus forbidden un- 
der Islamic law. This effort was part of a 
broader U.S. military strategy to under- 
mine China’s influence by exploiting lo- 
cal sensitivities and spreading fear about 
the vaccines. The anti-vaccine campaign 
was continued by the Biden administra- 
tion until mid-2021. 

The Pentagon’s anti-China propagan- 


Anurse holds up a 
used vial of Sinovac 
COVID-19 vaccine 

at a sports complex 
used as a vaccination 
area in Marikina 
City, Metro Manila, 
Philippines on 

March 2, 2021. 


da campaign was driven by concerns 
that China’s COVID-19 diplomacy, in- 
cluding offers of vaccines and medical 
supplies, was increasing Beijing’s influ- 
ence in countries like the Philippines. 
China’s diplomatic efforts, including 
providing vaccines as a “global public 
good,” were seen as a threat to U.S. geo- 
political interests. 

The Pentagon was also defending the 
profit-making of Moderna and Pfizer. 

Reuters reports that the campaign’s 
fallout included heightened vaccine hes- 
itancy in the Philippines, where vacci- 
nation rates were among the lowest in 
Southeast Asia. # 
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June 8 demonstration in Wash., D.C. 


from Des Moines, 
lowa, took 20 hours 
to make the 1,000- 
mile trip to the 
| capital. 
í Later that after- 
'd noon, a People's 
Court of Justice 
©. was held indicting 
= the war criminals 
responsible for 
wee the death of 15,000 
Palestinian children in Gaza. 

Among the organizations helping to 
build this action were the Palestinian 


Continued from page 3 
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Youth Movement, PAL-Awda: the Pales- 
tine Right to Return Coalition, U.S. Pal- 
estinian Community Network, ANSWER 
Coalition, December 12th Movement, 
Black Men Build, Party for Socialism and 
Liberation, Jewish Voice for Peace, Veter- 
ans for Peace, Struggle-La Lucha news- 
paper, and Socialist Unity Party. 

Many participants were union mem- 
bers, including those belonging to 
Healthcare Workers for Palestine. A 
contingent of Filipino supporters num- 
bered in the hundreds. The People's 
Power Assembly and Struggle-La Lucha 
brought people from Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, D.C., and New York City. 

Only the people can stop the genocide!# 
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Venezuela calls for support against 
U.S. attacks on elections 


By Lallan Schoenstein 


On June 13, Yvan Gil Pinto, Venezuela’s 
foreign minister, spoke to a packed re- 
ception at the People’s Forum in New 
York. Manolo de los Santos, the People’s 
Forum executive director, welcomed 
Pinto and helped frame the conversation 
with leading questions. 

Young people of color filled the room, 
many coming froma protest at Citibank’s 
World Headquarters as part of a global 
week of action against Citibank, which 
has financed the genocide in Gaza. Rep- 
resentatives of political organizations 
and journalists were also invited to the 
event called “Venezuela vs Hybrid War.” 

Gil Pinto talked about the coercive at- 
tempts of U.S. imperialism to undermine 
Venezuela’s process of building a revolu- 
tionary democracy at a time when Ven- 
ezuela is preparing for elections at the 
end of July. 

Venezuela has held over 30 elections 
in the past 25 years despite facing ag- 
gressive hostilities from U.S. imperi- 
alism. Gil Pinto noted, “Our resilience 
demonstrates the strength of our revolu- 
tionary democratic process.” 

This year, the elections will take place 


during the tenth year of sanctions aimed 
at disrupting Venezuela’s economy. “We 
have been the victim of a wide range of 
attacks whose objective is to break our 
revolutionary unity,” Gil Pinto said. “Im- 
perialism has not been able to succeed 
because the people themselves created 
the basis of Venezuelan democracy.” 

He continued, “To understand how we 
resist these aggressions, go back to 1998, 
when Comandante Hugo Chavez called 
on us for a popular revolution to rebuild 
the nation. Chavez’s great promise in 
1998 was the formation of a Constituent 
Assembly. 

“Since then, we’ve coordinated a dis- 
cussion process at all levels and all areas 
of our society, asking what we want to 
get out of a new Venezuelan Constitu- 
tion. The process built democratic unity. 
As a result, we have a Constitution that 
is a bulletproof tool that allows us to pro- 
ceed without knowing how or when we 
may be attacked. 

“In April 2002, hostile forces removed 
President Chavez for 72 hours. The con- 
stitution made civil and military unity 
possible. It has been the backbone able 
to resist all serious attacks. 

“In 2019, they came up with the fake 


government of Juan Guaidó, together 
with measures aimed at attacking the 
stability of the economy. The grassroots 
cohesion of the Venezuelan people en- 
abled them to withstand attacks that 
have continued nonstop, including var- 
ious assassination attempts on the life of 
President Nicolas Maduro. 

“Today, under the constriction of U.S. 
sanctions, we have found that the only 
way to mobilize is to tell the truth and de- 
pend on the wisdom of the people. The im- 
perialists are targeting us with a strong 
media war. The U.S. promotes their allies 
— the small right-wing opposition who 
hope to regain a share of Venezuela’s oil. 
They have no shame in supporting sanc- 
tions and being puppets of the imperial- 
ists. They have no popular support. 

“To counter this coercive environ- 
ment, President Nicolas Maduro has 
gone to the streets, house to house, to 
the whole socialist country, sharing the 
enormous suffering caused by sanctions 
and making sure the enemy is identified. 

“We are confident that the election 
outcome will be solid. Our concern is 
that the U.S. will not respect it. Tonight 
Weare asking you to give us your support 
and to defend our path of development.” # 


Pierluisi y sus millonarios pierde primaria 


Continua de pagina 12 


fue la luz en varios centros de votación. Y 
esa es la compañía que Pierluisi defendía 
a capa y espada. Ahora, el pueblo le pasó 
la factura. 

Esto marca un nuevo inicio de lucha 
popular en contra de la privatización 
y por una administración de gobierno 
honesta que responda a las necesidades 
del pueblo. Por eso, los trabajadores de 
la UTIER, el sindicato de la antigua Au- 
toridad pública de Energía Eléctrica, que 
fueron transferidos a otras agencias del 
gobierno al no querer integrarse a una 
privatizadora, le llevaron una carta de 
repudio y movilización al gobernador. 
Decían que tal y como ellos sufrieron al 
ser removidos de sus puestos por los que 
se habían entrenado y capacitado, traba- 
jos como celadores de línea que tanto se 


necesitan ahora y que la pri- 
vatizadora Luma no tiene — 
los suficientes experimenta- 
dos, los enviaban — o “mov- 
ilizaban” que es el término 
eufemista que usa el gobi- 
erno, a otros trabajos donde 
no podían utilizar su expe- 
riancia y destrezas, traba- 
jos como cortar el césped, 
limpiar edificios, etc. Ahora 
querían que el gobernador 
experimentara otra clase 
de movilización en su propia carne. 

Más y más el pueblo se está dando 
cuenta de que las administraciones por 
los partidos coloniales ha sido un de- 
sastre y que se necesita una nueva al- 
ternativa. Mientras se lucha por la total 
eliminación de la colonia por medio de 
la independencia y soberanía, hay esa al- 


ternativa que se llama Alianza País que 
dará una sorpresa el próximo noviembre 
en las elecciones generales. # 


Desde Puerto Rico, para Radio 
Clarín de Colombia, 
les habló Berta 
Joubert-Ceci. 


El pueblo boricua se canso 
de privatizadoras de energia 


Por Berta Joubert-Ceci 


Esta pasada semana el pueblo boricua 
ha comenzado a expresarse contunden- 
temente en contra de la privatización de 
la energia. Tanto Luma Energy que tiene 
a cargo la transmisión y distribución, 
como Genera PR, que como su nombre 
indica, tiene la función de generar, han 
sido puestas bajo aviso. 

Comenzando con la derrota del gober- 
nador en las primarias de su partido, que 
recibió el mensaje de repudio por haber 
sido un incompetente administrador de 
la colonia, pero sobre todo, por haber de- 
fendido y justificado a las compañías en- 
ergéticas privadas que tanto sufrimiento 
están causando a nuestra gente. 

Pero el acabose fue a mediados de sem- 
ana. Después de que por casi dos semanas 
varios pueblos en el sur soportaran la fal- 
ta absoluta de luz, lo que en muchos casos 
significa además la falta de agua que lle- 
ga por bombas eléctricas, bajo una racha 
de calores intensos, ocurrió un apagón de 
gran escala en el norte de la isla. 

Fuimos más de un millón de personas 
que permanecimos a oscuras por más 
de diez horas. La Universidad de Puerto 
Rico tuvo que cancelar clases, el Centro 
Médico y oficinas de salud tuvieron que 
cancelar citas a sus pacientes. Total, que 
la vida se le afectó a la mayoría del país. 

Pero como esto no le importa a estas 


privatizadoras, ni siquiera le dieron la 
cara al pueblo para explicar las causas. 
Fue luego de varios días que vinieron con 
la excusa de que la culpa la tenían los 
árboles. Y que para eso está esperando 
por fondos federales de emergencia para 
hacer un talado que durará por 3 años y 
comenzará el 1 de julio. O sea, que en vez 
de podar sistemáticamente como lo hacía 
la compañía pública, intentan deforestar 
dondequiera que haya líneas eléctricas y 
así hacer su trabajo más fácil, a costa de 
las consecuencias devastadoras para el 
clima y nuestro pueblo. 

La incompetencia de Luma, que ya ha 


Desde Puerto Rico, 
para Radio Clarín de 
Colombia, les habló 
Berta Joubert-Ceci. 


estado aquí por tres años, y que tuvo un 
año antes de comenzar el contrato para 
conocer el sistema, es inconcebible. Y así 
el pueblo ha estado respondiendo. Desde 
la primera noche del apagón casi gener- 
al, comenzaron a manifestarse frente a 
la Fortaleza, la sede del gobernador y ya 
han sido convocadas varias manifesta- 
ciones que incluyen hasta cacerolazos 
cada noche a las 8 de la noche. 

Lo que se augura es que es poco el ti- 
empo que le queda a Luma y a Genera 
porque el pueblo pide que seles ANULEN 
los contratos y que la energía vuelva a las 
manos del pueblo. + 


Pierluisi y sus millonarios pierde primaria 


Por Berta Joubert-Ceci 


La semana pasada les comentaba so- 
bre las primarias de los dos partidos 
coloniales en Puerto Rico y cómo los 
contratistas privados que sangran las 
arcas del pueblo junto a los millonarios 
extranjeros que se mudan a Puerto Rico 
para beneficiarse de las leyes locales de 
evasión contributiva, habían financiado 
la campaña del actual gobernador Pedro 
Pierluisi para su reelección en noviem- 
bre. Pues pese a la millonaria campaña 
mediática, el gobernador perdió mis- 
erablemente. Cuando tuvo que admitir 
su derrota frente a las cámaras de tele- 
visión, se vio reflejada la incredulidad en 


su rostro desencajado y casi al punto de 
llorar. Eso fue el producto de su arrogan- 
cia, su desdén hacia el pueblo pobre y su 
mala administración, que quería vender 
la imagen de que sus 3 años de gobierno 
habían mejorado la calidad de vida en to- 
dos los sentidos. 

Pero el pueblo, y estamos hablando de 
los votantes en una primaria, que son 
solo los de su partido Nuevo Progresis- 
ta, está indignado por 
la dificultad creciente 
que hay para vivir en 
este país. Sobre todo, 
por la privatización 
de la energía, ahora 
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adiense-estadounidense Luma Energy, 
que no solo ha aumentado el costo de 
la electricidad, sino que es totalmente 
incompetente y ha sumido al pueblo en 
constantes apagones e inestabilidad del 
sistema que ya ha costado vidas, quie- 
bras de pequeños negocios y millones de 
dólares en equipos domésticos dañados. 
Incluso el mismo día de las primarias, se 
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